ANSELM ,BERRIGAN
BERNADETTE MAYER
AMIRI BARAKA
L LiHN Dinn
ALice NotTLEY
THE WORLD 5% 57 WanNG Ping
SEssuu"FosTER
b Rosa ALcari
. C.S. GISCOMBE ;
I>x=<m,.44m MULLEN
EL1ZABETH TREADW
Tim Dawis
DAvVviD SCHAFER
JacksonN Mac Low
JounN Yau
TED GREENWALD
ANGE MLINKO
JOHN ASHBERY
ToNy TOWLE
Lisa JARNOT
.,ﬂ_.,.f»zx,_z.y.»
MicHAEL FRIEDMA
LEe HaArRwoobp
 MAGDALENA ZURAW
TRACY BLACKMER
PATRICA SPEARS JO
EpMUND BERRIGAN
DAEL ORLANDERSM
s WANDA COLEMAN
KiT RoBINSON
JEN HOFER
' KATHERINE LEDERE
{ DAvip TRiNIDAD
Vicki HubpsPITH
f Tom SAVAGE

e h

dT140M 3HL

GrEG FucHs
VINCENT KATZ
BiLL ZAVATSKY — |
DoucLAs OLIVER =
RicuaArD HELL e
Ep FRIEDMAN - ;
. - & _
= 3
e
=
ml. |
5 2| |
< ,ﬂ
ISSN: 0043-8154 $10 = |
! ~
A o W74470"8717211 < m
} ,,



THE POETRY PROJECT
St. Mark’'s Church in-the-Bowery
131 East 1oth Street

New York City 10003

http://www.poetryproject.com




The World 5b/57

Ed Friedman Editor

Dirk Rowntree Designer and Art Editor

Anselm Berrigan Distribution and Copy-Editing
Marcella Durand Proofreading and Copy-Editing

Copyright © 2000 by The Poetry Project, Ltd.
All rights revert to the authors and artists upon publication

The World is distributed by:
Bernhard DeBoer, Inc., 113 E. Centre Street, Nutley, NJ 07110
Small Press Distribution, 1341 Seventh St., Berkeley, CA 94710

Subscriptions are available from the Poetry Project: $25 for 4 issues

Printed in Canada

The programs and publications of the Poetry Project, Ltd. are made possible,
in part, with public funds from: the National Endowment for the Arts;
the New York State Council on the Arts; and the City of New York’s
Department of Cultural Affairs.

The Poetry Project’s programs and publications are also made possi-
ble with funds from the Axe-Houghton Foundation; Brooke Alexander
Gallery/Brooke Alexander Editions; Farrar, Straus & Giroux; the
Foundation for Contemporary Performance Arts, Inc.; The Greenwall
Foundation; The Heyday Foundation; The Jerome Foundation; Alfred
A. Knopf, Inc.; the Lila Acheson Wallace Theater Fund, established
in Community Funds by the co-founder of The Reader’s Digest
Association; Penguin; Rabobank Nederland; Scribner; Anonymous
Foundations and Corporations; Russell Banks; Dianne & Irving
Benson; Rosemary Carroll; Georgia & Bill Delano; Anne Delaney and
Steve Staso; Agnes Gund & Daniel Shapiro; Ada & Alex Katz;
Kazuko.com; Michel de Konkoly Thege; Vicki Hudspith & Wallace
Turbeville; Jonathan Lasker; Larry Lieberman; Elena Prentice and
Summer Rulon-Miller; Hank O’Neal & Shelley Shier; Simon
Schuchat; Andre Spears; Karrie & Trevor Wright; members of the
Poetry Project; and other individual contributors.

Special thanks to Maggie Nelson for her help with this issue.

ANSELM BERRIGAN
BERNADETTE MAYER
AMIRI BARAKA

Lina DINH

ALicE NOTLEY

WanNG Ping

SEssHU FOSTER

Rosa ALcaALA

C.S. GISCOMBE
HARRYETTE MULLEN
EL1ZzABETH TREADWELL
Tim DAvis

DAVID SCHAFER
JacksoN Mac Low
Joun Yavu

TEp GREENWALD
ANGE MLINKO

JoHN ASHBERY

Tony TowLE

LisAa JARNOT

Frank Lima

MicHAEL FRIEDMAN
LEe HArRwooD
MAGDALENA ZURAWSKI
TrRacYy BLACKMER
PaTrRiCc1IA SPEARS JONES
EpMuND BERRIGAN
DAEL ORLANDERSMITH
WanNDpDA COLEMAN

KiT RoBINSON

5
7
14
21
24
34
40
48
55
58
60
67
81
91
101
111
121
129
132
137
144
151
154
158
162
168
172
178
182
190
196
201
205
210
211
216
218
220
226
251
264

265

CONTENTS

ADJUSTMENT HANDLE

JEN HOFER

KATHERINE LEDERER

Davip TRINIDAD
Vickr HubspPIiTH
Tom SAVAGE
GREG FucHs
ViINCcENT KAaTZ
BiLL ZAVATSKY
DougrLAas OLIVER
RicHarp HELL
Ep FRIEDMAN

CONTRIBUTORS




ANSELM BERRIGAN

MY BABYSITTERS

Most of my babysitters came of age during the fisting revolution of
the late seventies. My brothers the clams were shot in their bungalows
on channel 11. During the investigation Eddie & I discovered God'’s calf
massager. Eight feet wide & thirty feet long, surrounded by sand pipers.
My dad said he'd fuck anyone who thought he was terrific. Prageeta
advises against becoming a man who uses poetry to prove he still has sex.
Eddie said pretend you thought it was a neurotic poetry reading. Two of
my babysitters took pictures of naked guy poets in order to learn their
fluffing techniques. I saw all the pictures when I was nine on a calendar.

“As good as Beethoven & Patti Smith in their garterbelts,” Mom said.

’ ]

Kevin likes to say “Anselm’s fisting cheetos” in his poems a lot, but I
meant feasting cheetahs. I want to do boring things with my lover like try-
ing the blender on low. Eddie said he'd have sex with Colorado but not
New York. I said I wouldn'’t steal his lines anymore. Facing the other way
on top was too ab-ex: obscurity does not please my lover. I used to think
I'd be good at being either a groupie or a therapist. As a poet with lower-
case p I get to be both. “The way you keep your eyes to the ground when
you wander into traffic totally turns me on” I heard one of my babysitters
say. I liked the way they let me stay up in 1982. I learned from another
babysitter couple how unimpressive nudity could be. Sometimes I think
of my babysitters as a community. Sometimes I'm not sure that becom-
ing cynical about sexual transgression before reaching puberty was such
a good thing for my development. The idea of me & Bowie sleeping
together was such a gas we laughed for days & he painted my nails. To
quit smoking I imagined I was Eleanor of Acquitaine gathering trouba- -
dors in the 12th century. Once one of my babysitters told me I shouldn’t
talk about my babysitters because I'd never be taken seriously if I did.
Then he said the first definition of pedophile is one who loves children &

I ran and ran. I remember freaking out one babysitter by showing him

how the mobile of a flasher that my sister sent us worked. My favorite
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Tim Davis

DAVID SCHAFER

Who has ever said “I move to”? My Conscience For Comptroller.
A Grammatical

Study of Ethics,
Technology and
Economics (1973)

Partial View

Ballottement. Home Shopping Network on every band. Sing for

your supposition. Then back to the woodwork with you.

WaLL STREET: In “Sticks and Carrots” it's who supplies the string.
Representations bang buck bunkum bank on a bonk on the big
black brink blinking on and off until Lot dealt all his salt. Not
think twice about cutting up the crumb. Multiplication chairs,
sofas, scaffolds, shelves, and lamps. Grow growth and growtiply.

A throw below “enough” jokes [or see instead: a step above].

WasTE: Not Want. Combinatory take away. What all the high roads in

b

Man In Equilibrium nth tenth possession couldn’t buy. Home for
enumerative viper tumors. Monomaniacs on decay. The Great

Mother launders aphids’ favorite stainless in the runoff in the

basement. Man In Equilibrium coffee lids. No connection. Coke
adds souls to landfills. Meant your end of the bargain dented.

Never mentioned it again.

The Pinto was known as the

deadliest car in America when
in 1972 a young woman was
killed when her Pinto was
hit from behind at 26 mph
and due to a design flaw with
the positioning of the gas
tank to the rear differential,
the gas tank was ruptured

and exploded. The images

THE WORLD 80 used are from a 1973 dealer

brochure and a repair manual.
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