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Listening Note 113 - Monday November 18, 2002
David Schafer - “x10R.1 - x1-R.2”

A work of collage, but almost a document, a research project, a study on a
traumatic section of our universal musical culture (2 copious CD for a very vast
and complex matter). One could say [it is] the analysis of the repressive and
coercive role of the liberal music of department store, music[s] of conditioning,
forced therapies at the service of a fun vision of your situation in society.

And everything goes. By successive waves. Overlapping, interpenetrating.
Impetuous waves of sublime sillinesses. Primped [looking pretty]. Layers of tap
dancing. Layers of chabada. A swirl for the romantic rags [magazines]. Tons of
the pathetic. A flood of orchestral vacuities. Layers of "Volare" [the song]. Layers
of spaghetti westerns. Layers of jingle bells. Layers of melodies of happiness. A
swirl of sound tapes for certificates of the good life and morals. Syrupy praise of
quietness, of the flat social electroencephalogram. Layers of "whisper" [speak
more quietly]. Layers of heroic tear jerkers.

From superposition to superposition, here is a fabulous oozing pile-up.

All of these musics of the century are the testimony of a will to contain anguish,
to drive back anxiety, to contain impulses in a watched [in the sense of
surveillance], policed environment. And in this accumulation carried out by David
Schafer, something occurs, unforeseen. Accumulation, the reactivated memory
of pressures exerted on the social by these sterilizing ditties, makes these
insipidities suddenly, excessively aggressive. It is complete symbolic violence
contained - applied in homeopathic amounts, to the body of the social - which
suddenly breaks out all at once.

What a grand disturbance!

From the infernal orchestra pit rises the nightmare! It overflows, oozes from
everywhere, formidable nausea ("Clockwork Orange" style, except that here the
horror is distilled by the most asexual music[s], the least suggestive to the act - it
is a whole enterprise of repression which suddenly throws up).

Impressive! Trying! Essential experiment.

Pierre Hemptinne

Translated from French by Pierre Galaud




